and hive nurses, hive foragers as well as caged bees not receiving pollen in their diet analysed in (Buttstedt et al., 2013) . Ct values of control bees in this study are always most similar to hive nurse bees in (Buttstedt et al., 2013) .
Ct values for caged workers (workersc) and nurses underlie the relative gene expression published in Buttstedt et al. (2013) . A direct comparison of gene expression levels between Buttstedt et al. (2013) and this study was unfortunately not possible as different reference genes were used. However, in both studies 15 ng cDNA and the very same primers were used for qPCR and Ct values of the reference genes showed a standard deviation below 1 indicating an approximate comparability of determined Ct values. 
